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Oldest Elasmosauridae (Plesiosauria) in East Asia from the Upper Cretaceous Goshoura Group,
Shishijima Island, Southwestern Japan

Satoshi UTSUNOMIYA'

Abstract: Most fossils of the Plesiosauria from Japan are known from Hokkaido and Tohoku. In this report,
the first plesiosaurian fossil from the Kyushu is described. The specimen was discovered from the Hegushi
Formation of Goshoura Group (lower Cenomanian, Upper Cretaceous) of Shishijima Island, Kagoshima
Prefecture, and consists of skull elements (frontal and basioccipital), most of the mandible (dentary,
surangular, angular), a hyoid, cervical vertebrae including the atlas-axis complex. The pattern of striations on
the tooth surface, elongated cervical vertebrae and single cervical rib heads indicate that this specimen belongs
to the Elasmosauridae. Separation of the neural arch and centrum in most vertebrae indicate this individual is
“juvenile” sensu Brown (1981). The Shishijima specimen is the oldest confirmed elasmosaurid in Japan and in
East Asia. It is an important specimen showing that the existence of the family in the North western part of the
Pacific Ocean by that time.
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Fig. 1. Locality and geological geological map of the SUO1. A : Map of Kyushu with a star indicating DEREWMATHL L ERLT

the fossil locality. B : Map of Shishijima grey areas is the distribution of the Goshoura Group. W5, b, KERIELRIZHDLE

TEHEENEBIMCFHL, ERITA
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bEHO LA RAAZERTEREIE (Y M =7 ) 225 L7z Futabasaurus suzukii Sato. Hasegawa and Manabe. 2006
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T AU, R R I U 5 S - I e o b DX R VG 8 D ¥ s |2 A 5 B ST I e R R g D (MR I3 2, 2006)
OWHER AR »SEM L7z (Fig. 1). BEEEALAZECEIIE ) V2= WL LT 5T, g mOERHI I 2 T2
THIT, HME PO & DM AR IR L 72 IRRE T, HhkE A ITE R L TIRIE S LT (Fig. 2). F7FHES,

Fig. 2. The mandible and the anterior part of the cervical vertebrae of the SUO1 (ventral view). a: angular, a-a: atlas-axis complex, b: basioccipital, cr:
cervical rib, cv: cervical vertebrae, d: dentary, f: frontal, hy: hyoid, t: teeth.



Table 1. SUO1 character list 1.
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Grey areas is the SUO1 character.

25

Character

Suo1

Plesiosauroidae

Pliosauridae

Elasmosauridae

Cryptoclididae

Skull

IMandibular sympysis
Tooth form

Tooth cross section

Tooth ornament

small

short

slim, elongate
conical

longitudal ridges

small
short
slim, elongate

conical

longitudal ridges

longitudal ridges

reduced or absent

Cervical centra elongate moderate elongate moderate
Cervical rib single—headed double—headed single—headed
Table 2. SUO1 character list 2.
Teeth .
Family Genus ) . Cervical Reference
Numbers of Mandibla Sockets Ornament | Cross section centra
SuUo1 21 lingual only | ’'D’ —shaped elongate This study
Nakonanectes bradti 19 lingual only 'D’ —shaped elongate Serratos et al.,, 2017
Tuarangisaurus keyesi 19-21 - - elongate Wiffen et al ., 1986
Libonectes morgani 18-19 - round elongate Welles, 1949
Callawayasaurus colombiensis 20 - round elongate Welles, 1962
_E Hydralmosaurus serpentinus 17 - - elongate Welles, 1943
E Terminonatator ponteixensis 17-18 all around round elongate Sato, 2003
é Thalassomedon haningtoni 17+ all around round elongate Welles, 1943
LT% Styxosaurus browni 19+ - round elongate Welles, 1943
Zarafasaura oceanis 16 all around round elongate Vincent et al., 2011
Aristonectes parvidens 63-65 - - elongate Cabrera, 1941
Kaiwhekea katiki 42-44 - - elongate Cruickshank, 2002
Futabasaurus suzukii - all around round elongate Sato et al.,, 2006
Mauisaurus haasti - all around round elongate Welles, 1962
g Muraenosaurus leedsii 21-22? lingual only - moderate Brown, 1981
é
:% Cryptoclidus eurymerus 24 lingual only - moderate Brown, 1994
::-; Liopleurodon ferox 24 lingual only round short Tarlo, 1960
g Pliosaurus brachyspondylus 37-38 lingual only planar face short Tarlo, 1960

W b & LTT v EF A+ (Graysonites sp., Desmoceras sp., Anisoceras sp., Mariella sp.) , I (Pterotorigonia obsoleta

(Nakano) , Nanonavis pseudocarinata Tashiro and Matsuda) % $R4E L 7.
P

FATIFED R 5 &, HiliT- BIEAOE HIEYE

LFHAERYE ) =T R TR CTH S £ 2 H 1L (Matsumoto and Amano, 1960; Th#31Z 72>, 2006; /MAIT A, 2006) . 4F

\27 ¥ EF A b Graysonites sp. DEM L, FNEEMITT2% (Ando, 2016; Matsumoto et al., 2003) .

B

fETEHAN  Subclass Sauropterygia Owen, 1860

EFH%H  Order Plesiosauria de Blainville, 1835
TV AY v A LFF Superfamily Plesiosauroidea Welles, 1943
IJ AEH IV AEL  Family Elasmosauridae Cope 1869 sensu O’ Keefe, 2001
JBFEAH]  Genus and species indeterminate
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BEARES | SU0I ST B EEITREA, AR [T SR

RIFERAL © WIVHT, IERUEY, EAows (EMthgilhizx<), EAOME MRS, W, th Rt iEos
AR, FEME4OME, FEAVE 14K, dTE L L OITREEUE, RS R, ZOMEARIE (B45 X b RigH
DF AW .

E %]l

T BEAD, WIZLBOMEDERIROFIEM D 5 - MM LB E Y - S E OMIEAHIEN TH 5,

7 & OE% 13 Brown (1981) OEFRIC L B LT AEH oV AR OIFICIF AT 5 (Table 1). BEE QWi ASH = A (D

T THDH LR, HFHNCHEOFRMEM A D H = & 7 & Nakonanectes bradti Serratos. Druckenmiller and Benson. 2017

W A T BREAR AT 205, HE ORI ELR 2D (N bradi H5198, i EEEARH21#) (Table2).

EEMAT [ RS R R R B AT B W A X (Fig. 1)
[E%E MPTHRE Es RE B, EEAER Y v =7 IR T

BIEE® (Fig.3) ©
HWOEH & LCERME - il SR Ol SR 372, BETEHE 2 56 C Bk (Parietal crest) 2SERA RS 2 &2
5 HISHS & HIWF L 72,

E%ERE (Fig.4) !

JERRBE A ORIHIIFR STV 2w, RIEIIEEHERROBRIEBEARAE STV 5. RIEBIIIKRIEE O A TR S
NTHBY, HCERVETERZETED? S50 TwD, RIEEOEMIRL < IZFHE (notochordal pit) & Bb 5 7AH
H5b.

Parietal crest

Fig. 3. Cranium elements. 1. Frontal. a: dorsal view, b: ventral view, c: side view. 2. Basioccipital.
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tg& (Fig.5) :

B 5 SRS OB AT
ENLHDOD, WFIEHRREEHAN L
BT OBREIRIFTH L. A
DB ORFRIEZ BV, B IEd
FEETIEEC, MAEVSHEATVY S,
F 2B ORI A v OV iEDTHERR
k5.

A5 110 O Bk B 2148 O B A A e RR
WL, mih &0 EeFE (Ml
SN AEDLDRITWES) L10%
HOWAERHTI, 8 H oo
HHERRLIR B . A 0108 H O difl
»ol, BEAZ TWAHEFE L
A5 ROMWDS, HBELTWwb I L
AEER R S . TCHUEH O B L 2
T, REHRHIE AR 12 2 28
b, WEELBBEENIZEICER
b, HOBEA S D 5 HNE
¢ (Edmund, 1969). Jiif-BHEA b %
DBFANZHE - T, oW »rbh
TW5 LD, HEOWH S S
kS,

Fig. 4. Basioccipital. a: right lateral view, b: dorsal view, c: posterior view, not.pit: notochordal pit.

Fig. 5. Dorsal view of dentary. Dashed square shows a damaged part.
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WORE 2, FoiEdHn
524 HIZ A E L6 mm , BHIE
Fsmm, HETES2cm » 5
bon, 3KHESKHTAEL
(AN %8 mm ), 144H DIk
& (PR IEAES mm ) oKX
S%hb. HBWEEDL, T
FARIAR B 72 D 2URFEFE O i &
FoTW2LEZILN, Ok
B o T b %A
DIFTAETTIVAROHRT
1, HENSVWlkioKe A LT
Wik wz s (145, 2009).

HAREMN T TR SN
TWbII7AEY T NVARD
AR, 7% & THE
nTwsbold, LT O34
RKOKLTHD. @RV E
PE Futabasaurus suzukii Sato.
Fig. 6. Surangular and angular. Posterior element of right lower jaw ramus: a: medial, b: dorsal, c: lateral Hasegawa and Manabe. 20067+ I
aspect, A: angular, ART: articular, SA: surangular. 5 4 7 (LR 518 W 5 T

NSM PV15025, BHZEF - thiH &
DI FEAKAE, WHREIIAR), dbiEERIREDE L /3 )V AR & SN AR (R IRT B 255 &
POENMV-2, g R IZ7TO O HHER TS, et 2 RS b NI - /45, 1998) , AL/ NFRIEE OFEA (R
PEZRRPIKOM-1, (FITEE% THEPRAE SN, W40 HRE TS 275, HWIZIZITHTED TV L -t
2008; 14+, 2009) TdH 5. AL CRLilk LM FBIEAOLGO®HEIL, 1JITEET, WD HERILERS 112, dilic
BROWAPE SN TS (4RDHERERS) Zehlrd, HROILIT AEY IV AROBAROH T, Eilo/F
RIFEREA L & 12, THORMFIRED R S CTHEEZ BT

AE - BEE (Fig.6) .

115 EEEIEESIHEALTBY, BahE
WERRH R 2 L A & IR S O NIRRT 7121,
A T IVEOBEO M ASHERINK S . %
ROBFMEIZFES T, HHNZRREHNTWE, T
FAOBHILIZECMATY S,

H& (Fig.7) .

TE S RME - M SR § SR P SFHER
Shiz. MEVER TGO EFEIIPPLKE <
%D, TITAEHYNARTHEEIPRE SN
BRI CTH VY, Eromangasaurus australis Kear.
2005 (Sachs, 2005) , Callawayasaurus colombiensis
(Welles, 1962) , Aristonectes quiriquinensis Otero.
Soto-Acufia. O'Keefe. O’Gorman. Stinnesbeck. Suérez.

Rubilar-Rogers. Salazar and Quinzio-Sinn. 2014,
Nakonanectes bradti Serratos. Druckenmiller and
Benson. 2017 7 &', BR & N 7=530EC L icik &
NTBLT, WTHEAOEHE, HAENOT
FAEHFTNVAFROL DL LTI THALS
Fig. 7. Medial view and cross-section of hyoid. nNzb0ThH5.
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WWW

* Tooth cross section

Fig. 8. A liberation tooth with ornamental ridges and its cross section.
a: mesial, b: lingual, c: distal, d: buccal aspects.

Scm

Fig. 9. Atlas-Axis complex. a: posterior view, b: right lateral view, c: left lateral view,
d: anterior view, at: atlas, ax: axis, atc: atlantal centrum, hyp: hypophysis.

B (Fig.8) :

AT D b ODART, HEHEL 72D DHPISETH D Z
LS, BRR2IKROEDHER K S, IR <, &
T DOHMENTAIRIZHE 2 2 AT 13T 12 D AFE Af)%h% 3
mLtu(ﬁ%u)?@%@’%A@ﬁm# Al

BRI <, HEICRELS A =T LTwa. ﬁﬁ*muﬂrﬂ
ciu’1§1ﬁﬂﬂ)%ﬁ7bf77 v M, AR (DT THhb.
7% 1, Nakonanectes bradti Serratos. Druckenmiller and Benson.
20172 [F B D D =7 B D gy 568 7 10T & 5 0 0 6 Ay D 2 T 2 i
RFEON, WT-BATA L3t OBl AT % 5 (N. bradti
HS19M8, i EEEARA2UE) (Table2). F 7z, M1 BEEA
DWDOF WL EEFETH 5.

M (Fig. 9,10, 11) :

JETRBEE 2 Dt T, Bl - W AR IE Lo, ATl
FEMEASRART L 72 IREECHEBI L C2 20 70 v 7 IS
SNTH Y, MM ORIH ORI (3-6 mm ) DEREEHHKS.
DO ZEME S (T I3EH L Tt TB 0, —EB5sR 0B
R, 7=V TEBFEOHM LD b OD, GET40%E D
FEMEDHERRILOR 5 .

TRME L MRS L, TS 2 SUHOEDs, FEp
LEIFICED LT D, Bt ORI I ERIR O R BEE
o LCh oy RIS A, B0 TR IL#EEE L T\ 5 (Fig. 9).

f5e < FEHEOHMERIIIMELCH 5. B BT MO

BAT DN TB LT, HERMED T 25 10
?é.ﬁ%@ﬁ fTENEFE M O T - ﬁ@#<0ﬂtﬁ&
(binocular) T& ), HMHMALO LT ZAEF 7V AR &
CRONDEMARLTWA, JEHIHICIE— 0532l
AT 5. MRS EHERE OB A L RTHREMIL, WDV
I (V-shape) & L (Fig. 10), & A & OHES HHER

SEELTWD

O’Keefe and Hiller (2006) 12X % &, =5
A7)V AR OO IR, HEHH
RCREILED, Wﬁfﬁéfﬁé,%
FHTRE>HS, higbBETREs<Em I
b, WT-BEATIE, BFOMEMEICR S
T, FMEOR ST, P ) 25
b S L ClEA R L %2 5 (Fig. 12).

& (Fig. 13) :

HEME D AARBEIE SN T WA, FEIIE D
ROBE L HEER (RO =MATE) TH
. HI5 OFEE S EIE N7 R
ICEWRERZ LTWAD, @mhhb+—
WHRIZR Y, BATIEEDIESZ2 ) Lk
KEIRT. 1T&AEOFENE IIHAED 50
HELTWD

mfx (Fig. 14) :
FIRIZCUNERSL, BEADH LT



30 THE B

Fig. 11. Posterior cervical vertebra. a: posterior view, b: right lateral view, c: ventral view.

Fad LAEMmEED IR E, ki
< YRR SIS TR FEOIRER T AYLN
PRONTZ. WINLEREL TWwzZ e
5, BARMZRAEIZANTSH 5.

%

(1) ERRERRE

Brown (1981) &, EIHEDREE R %
juvenile / adult / old adult ® =Bz 1245317 T
BY, MELHESPHEEG L TRV DI
juvenile (4)fF) LALEDITTWA. REEAR
T, LA LOHFME 2BV TR LA
EOEAE LT\, juvenile TH 5 &
s s,
RMATHON TV D HRENO T A
TH YL ARHEAR & DR TIE, RV
1 & JE Futabasaurus suzukii Sato. Hasegawa
and Manabe. 2006 ( [ 37 %} 2% 1 W) i BT ek
NSM PV15025) , Jtifi&IATED € L/
OV ABLIA L SN AR (I E
SRR EERTI NMV-2/N I - B4, 1998) ,
e D MTEEA (& A0 W] A1) 125 90 68 BT ek
HMG]1 Nakaya. 1989) %53 1% HEAR & #fE
S OFEEDTEA TV DA, AbilEE/ NI
DR VNP HEZ B SPTEKOM-1) 12
DV, MR EHES ARG L T ana
ARSI TS (H4F,2009) .

HARENOGIR S NAERIZBWT, #E
REMESDHRES L T WA T 5
BARLAVPERIZBE SN, =7 AEHY
VAR OREER M5 1T, i RBEA
BERELERTH S .

(2) MFEEEARRDER

W7 ITICBITA2TT AT L AR
DALHE, HAD LEHHE RS S LA
SNTwiav, HAERTHG ST
G T VAR O REHEHD 9 ), Obata
et al. (1989) 75t L 7zt & N e D%
Kk, #ELZT v EF A b D Zelandites

cf. inflatus X° Parajaubertella kawakitana DIFAED S, £ ) =T YRETEP L HHE PO OERTH - 72 2 L SHELETE .
CAUSK L, RERICTRUEE L 721 B4, L L7727 ¥ EF A M A Graysonites sp. ThHZ b, £/ =7 Y
K THCH 5 Z EHWIE (Ando, 2016) TH A, WX IZHARKED LT AT IV AROEAL V2 % (Fig. 15). 2D
CEFERS, W7 7B T, MTBREEEATRLEDOTLI ZATTIVARERTHL L) ZLERLTW

%

¥ BEAR, BERTHRT V7 0ol SNZREOLI ZES TV AROEARTH ), HRUHELHY (/<
=7 YHHRETN) ORTFETEIBIC T T AEY VAR AER L T2 Z L 2R LTWw A, MiTEEAIL, =7 XEF)

TNVAROLEBIBOIPREHFES 2 L THOEERFREEZEZ LN L.



Fig. 12. SUOI cervical vertebra length.

LE R B S EN L2 7 ZEY YV AR 31
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13 14
1-2.atlas—axis complex 17 17 345 7 7 9 17 325 - - 18 12 21 33
mm

3-40.cervical vertebra 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1

3 18 235 27 23 22 235 30 - - 23 10

4 22 235 30 22 22 235 32 - - 23 10

5 22 23 32 225 23 235 33 7 15 25 85

6 23 22 32 25 26 24 33 8 15 - -

7 25 23 - 25 - 24 - - - - -

8 24 23 35 - - 24 36 - - -

9 25 24 37 29 26 25 38 9 14 25 7

10 27 25 38 35 30 27 40 10 16 ? ?

1 28 27 40 32 28 28 40 1 17 26 10

12 30 28 41 31 32 30 41 10 16 31 8

13 30 29 38 35 - - - - - 31 8

14 - 28 30 35 - - 35 - - - -

15 - - - - - - - - - - -

16 42 40 55 35 45 42 55 1 22 33 15

17 45 42 ? 39 45 42 ? 1 22 - -

18 - - - 42 - - 70 - - - -

19 40 - 18 46 - - - - - - -

20 - - - 45 - - - - - - -

21 - - - 45 - - 52 - - -

22 45 48 65 47 50 48 68 13 22 40 7

23 52 50 63 43 53 - 66 15 22 40 15

24 53 - - 43 55 - - - - - -

25 52 50 62 - - - - 17 25 37 9

26 50 - - 45 - - - - - - -

27 55 - - 46 - - - - - - -

28 - - - 50 - - 65 - - - -

29 50 48 63 50 52 49 67 13 22 - -

30 - - - 50 - - - - - - -

31 - - - 50 - - - - - -

32 55 53 65 53 57 55 67 15 23 41 6

33 - - 72 53 - - - - - - -

34 55 52 - 48 56 52 - 15 24 41 10

35 57 52 73 52 - - - 15 23 56 14

36 - - - 62 - - - - - - -

37 - - - - - - - - - - -

38 - - - - - - 70 - - - -

39 - - - - - - - - - - -

40 - - - - - - - - - - -

mm
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Fig. 13. Cervical rib. a: front of neck, b: neck center, ¢: behind the neck.

Fig. 14. Mesopodial /Metapodial. a: Mesopodial, b: Mesopodial (side view), ¢: Metapodial.
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Japanese Elasmosauridae

Age/location Hokkaido Honshu Shikoku Kyushu
Maastrichtian
° °
[ Awaii | P
Campanian . o o
[ obetsu | [ urakawa | st
(%]
3
o § Santonian . .
§ S @ | nekagawa
= . L
§ Coniacian . .
=)
Turonian
Cenomanian .-m
g stisima|

Fig. 15. Japanese elasmosauridae age and location.

xED

AWFZECTIE, HERBET-BOMirilE SRR o TEE ) <=7 B S L7229 ZEY v )V ARHEFEBEEA
GEFR: BT BEA) ORlET-72. ZOERICEEEO—E, THOKES (WE - A5 - THOMEE) - itz
CEERIMAREEINT VS, [iTEBERILT AT VARG E LTIREAZEGRT V7 Chiiofisk T
Y, BHAO LA RD S5LADENERNS VLT ZEF TV AROEBOIRE RS 5 LT, FEWICEER
BATH 5.

A

FRROFNCIE, BT B E R Rt R R (B, BB, mmieromikibsdz, HihEmx,
HAREEROBMERIC 2572, 7)) — = 7 L2878 TRORBGE 7 FL 2L B AR 0 ) RIS - B SR, L
BRF ORI, KBCRFHRE GG O PRI, CT A F v ¥ O & WEFNT TR BRSO N2 588
%, WOGMIHERO LD L 7)) AVEKCIIERASEZ IR, BHE IR W GALH RS R, BUE TGO Bz
L CHHBRRICIEEZE 72, € LTRIZLVIFREKIZBN T, RIBBRFOMBITHIZ &£ TREIRED
o7z & SHERAZIC TG 72, SR L TUECE# w2 L E 5.
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