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A report of the Project A: A citizen survey of the invasive beetles,
Synona consanguinea, Trachymela sloanei, and Laccoptera quadrifolia,
conducted by Osaka Museum of Natural History

Shigehiko SHIYAKE'

Abstract: A citizen survey of the distribution of the three exotic beetles was conducted primarily using the
internet. The gradual expansion of Synona consanguinea (Coccinellidae) was recorded in areas surrounding
Tokyo and Osaka from 2014 to 2020. The current distribution of Trachymela sloanei (Chrysomellidae) in three
megalopolis and Laccoptera quadrifolia (Chrysomellidae) within Kinki District are also recorded. The locations
of host plants, which the exotic leaf beetles have not yet reached, are described to allow for future calculation of
the expansion rate of distribution. The points to keep in mind when conducting a citizen survey in the Internet Era
are mentioned.
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Fig. 1. Website cover page requesting information on invasive beetles and bugs.
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Fig.2. Expansion of the distribution of Synona consanguinea. A: Osaka

population. B: Tokyo population.
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Table 1. Number and percentage of data providers for Synona consanguinea.

| Ble

H—fi general people 424 | 76.1%
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Appendix 2. Data on Trachymela sloanei.
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Appendix 3. Data on Laccoptera nepalensis.
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